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A P O S T O L I C  V I C A R I A T E  O F  B R U N E I   D A R U S S A L A M  

Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. Psalm 31: 24 
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Curé of Ars 
on Saints & Book Review sections  

Elijah Cup? 
How did it get its name?   

Find out on Page 27  

 

PPC Assembly, FOP, LifeNite, WCD, AYD, Pentecost, Gawai, Confirmation Retreat, Sunrise           

Gathering, International Food Fair, etc...  find out if YOU  were captured on camera !!  INSIDE! 

FUN TIMES 
Our Kidsõ Pullout is now 

EXPANDED  

Pope & Obama 
JULY 10, 2009 (From the Vatican) 

TRANSFORMERS 2 
- read the review, reflect for yourself  

Family Symposium  
Young married couples -                        

 bed of roses or bed of thorns ?  

A God Who Speaks 
Bishop Cornelius writes about Scripture  on page 10 

And get the COLA EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW on Exodus ! 

Assumption of M ary 
Learn the beauty of its art, history & message é 

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY  
CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION  



P A G E  2  

FOREWO RD BY V ICA R AP OS TOLIC OF  BRUNEI  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Peace be with you! 

 

We have just concluded our 

annual Vicariate Assembly, a 

time for the Parish Pastoral 

Councils to meet for a night 

and a day of prayer, formation 

and planning. Our main topic of 

discussion was leadership in a 

Catholic setting. We spoke 

about the essential difference 

between leadership as com-

monly understood and that 

which as Catholic leaders we 

are called to practice. Every-

thing begins with our spiritual 

grounding in the call we experi-

ence from God to exercise our 

vocation as servant leaders fol-

lowing the model of Jesus. 

 

This is particularly relevant as 

we see the Assumption parish 

getting ready to celebrate forty 

years of the inauguration of its 

church premises. The recently 

completed Bible Study on the 

Book of Exodus was particularly 

timely. What lessons can COLA 

glean from the Israelites' forty 

years sojourn in the desert? 

 

Overcoming personal self inter-

est and tribalism to achieve the 

higher goal of a common destiny 

as God's holy people comes  

uppermost. The Israelites needed 

to trust God completely and 

abandon old habits and ideas but 

we know that none of the gen-

eration that left Egypt managed 

to enter the Promised Land. 

 

If one word characterises the 

attitude of the Israelites during 

the 40 years it would be 

"murmuring", "complaining" or 

"grumbling" (Ex 16:2). I some-

times wonder if that does not 

fittingly describe many in the 

church today. It has at times al-

most become a kind of unofficial 

church profession, even an art 

form! 

 

Moses often despaired of the 

bloody-minded kinsmen he was 

called to shepherd. Yet, though 

he was constantly frustrated and  
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EDITORI AL  NOTES BY HOPE EDI TOR - IN -CHI EF  

This Year for Priests is meant òto 

deepen the commitment of all 

priests to interior renewal for the 

sake of a more forceful and incisive 

witness to the Gospel in todayõs 

world.ó Our Holy Father also  

invites all priests to imitate the 

humble example of Saint Jean-

Marie Vianney, who as a priest, 

òwas conscious of being an               

immense gift to his people: a 

good shepherd, a pastor after 

Godõs heartó. 

 

I would like to extend our Holy 

Fatherõs invitation to all lay faith-

ful as well, to enter into spiritual          

renewal with us so that together 

we can become active witnesses 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Be 

conscious of your gifts to the 

Church and the community you 

belong. Just as you cannot grow 

spiritually without the priest, the 

priest also cannot grow without 

you, your gifts and your help. Let 

this be a year of renewal for all. 

 

I f  we are going to be               

incisive and convincing witnesses 

in this world for Christ, all of us 

need to have a deeper under-

standing of the Word of God 

before we proclaim it to others. 

Thankfully, our Vicariate has 

placed the Word of God as one 

of its six priorities. The Great 

Adventure Bible study  programs 

will continue to be promoted in 

this Vicariate and in this parish. 

 

òAre we truly pervaded by the 

word of God? Is that word truly 

the nourishment we live by, even 

more than bread and the things 

of this world? Do we really know 

that word? Do we love it? Are 

we deeply engaged with this 

word to the point that it 

really leaves a mark on our 

lives and shapes our think-

ing?ó  Let us also remember 

what St. Paul says: [Rom 

10:14] But how are they to call 

on one in whom they have not 

believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they 

have never heard? And how are 

they to hear without someone 

to proclaim him? 

 

If we can utilize all the             

modern means of communi-

cation at our disposal in our 

daily lives, we can also use 

them to spread the Lordõs 

gospel. May the Spirit of the 

Lord move all of us to be 

passionate communicators of 

the good news of Jesus 

Christ. 

+ Fr Robert Leong 

Dear Friends, 

 

The grace of our 

Lord  Jesus Christ 

and the love of God 

and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

 

Pope Benedict XVI 

has declared a òYear 

for Priestsó begin-

ning with the                 

Solemnity of the 

Sacred Heart of  

Jesus on June 19, 

2009. 

unappreciated, he never shirked 

in his duties. Called by I AM at 

the age of eighty, he was not 

able to enter the land he strove 

so hard to reach. Truly a man of 

the Spirit, he is a worthy model 

for all who seek to follow God 

with their whole heart and mind 

and soul and strength. 

 

I trust COLA will reflect in the coming year on our 

parish's 40 year journey. Are we more closely bonded 

as a community of God's people, spiritually vibrant, 

deeply committed to the parish and school, seeking to 

lighten one another's load? Or are we still in bondage 

to self-centeredness, apathy towards the community's 

welfare, lukewarm and stunted in our spirituality while 

possessed of a murmuring spirit? 

 

In a world where God seems increasingly irrelevant as 

profit and pleasure reign supreme, this is a unique            

opportunity for COLA as well as the Vicariate to              

reconsider our roots in God's plan for His people - to 

be a sign of His presence by offering a spiritual home 

where seekers can discover God's love in authentic 

sacramental worship as well as in a Christian faith lived 

out courageously and uncompromisingly. 

 

May God truly reign in our hearts through his Spirit! 

+ Bishop Cornelius Sim 



Vicariate Parish Pastoral Councils Assembly 

Vicariate Priorities  

  

1. SCRIPTURE  STUDIES  

2. FAITH  FORMATION  

3. VOCATION  

4. YOUTH  

5. EVANGELIZATION  

6. SERVICE FOR THE      

N EEDY 

Resolution of the Vicariate Pastoral Parish Council Assembly  

 

1. The need for a cross-parish team to advise and assist in leadership training 

2. To continue the envisioning and initiating exercise to achieve the 6 priorities 

3.  To extend contextual leadership to teams, organizations and parish. 

Faith Formation Committee and Scripture Study Committee will be 

formed in the various parishes to coordinate and encourage greater participation. 

To assist Scripture Study and Faith Formation activities for non-English speaking 

parishioners, a Language Translation Committee  will also be created. 

Tribalism / Para -churches Culture  

Do church groups serve the church or vice versa? Do the groups align activities to the churchõs priorities? 

Does the church exist only for the groups to survive, grow and perpetuate themselves at whatever cost? 

We need to ask ourselvesñ At what point does the Church business becomes our business?ó  

The Church is getting more mature and needs to reassert itself. Therefore, the groups need to relinquish 

their more independent ways and reunite themselves to the Churchõs agenda  

 
�´�8�Q�O�H�V�V���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���E�X�L�O�G�V���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H�����W�K�H�\���O�D�E�R�X�U���L�Q���Y�D�L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���E�X�L�O�W���L�W�µ��- Psalm 127  

The objectives of Catholic leadership are to sanctify (priest), educate 

(prophet) and govern (servant king) the people of God, which can only be 

achieved by prayers and affirmative actions aligned to the prayers.  

God does not have grandchildren . It cannot be assumed that if the parents 

are Catholics, the children will automatically be Catholic. We are all, and should 

strive to be, each of us, sons and daughters of God. 

The role of leadership should be to enhance the parishõs spiritual formation by 

becoming a servant leader in the image of Jesus . If you do not hear Godõs 

call, how can you serve Him? 

A good parish is defined 

as a vibrant Christian            

community of worship  

with strong evangelization 

(to both the initiated and 

uninitiated), teaching 

(Scripture Study & Faith 

Format ion) ,  serv ice               

(to the needy) and              

stewardship (management 

of resources including 

youth & clergy).  


